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Jumpstart partnership pays dividends for GPPSD students  

 
GRANDE PRAIRIE, AB –The Grande Prairie Public School District is proud to be a Community 
Development Partner with Jumpstart Canada and the Grande Prairie Canadian Tire Branch. As 
a result of this exciting partnership, students in three GPPSD schools (Avondale, Hillside and 
Swanavon) will be receiving their own lacrosse and baseball equipment on Friday and will 
receive instruction in those sports at the school over the next month.  

Accompanying the delivery trucks from Canadian Tire will be Mr. Ron Regnier, General 
Manager of the Grande Prairie store. GPPSD is very grateful for the work of Mr. Regnier and 
the other Jumpstart supporters in Grande Prairie. The Grande Prairie Branch of Canadian Tire 
is a national leader in supporting Jumpstart. Mr. Regnier is also a proud partner and notes, “On 
behalf of Jim Boccioletti, myself and the rest of the team at Canadian Tire Grande Prairie and 
our local Jumpstart Chapter, we are very excited to be able to work with the Grande Prairie 
Public School District to help local children get active by providing three schools with a selection 
of new sports equipment.  Getting this equipment into the schools gives the physical education 
teachers more tools to work with and allows the children the opportunity to be introduced to new 
sports and we are very proud to be part of that.” 

Mrs. Kruse, Principal of Swanavon School, shared that “We are thrilled to be partnering with 
Jumpstart as they are not only giving the children a chance to play sports they may not have 
had a chance to try before but also giving the children a platform to dream big and go places 
they never imagined. Jumpstart could open a door that perhaps would have remained closed. 
Our schools are fortunate to be part of something so magnificent.” 

Mr. John Lehners, Board Chair of the Grande Prairie Public School District, also expressed 
appreciation to the owners and employees of our local Canadian Tire store, stating “Canadian 
Tire is an organization that gives back a great deal to the community of Grande Prairie. We 
appreciate the support they provide District students, and are proud to recognize them as this 
years’ winner of the GPPSD Friends of Education Award, sponsored by the Alberta School 
Boards’ Association, to be presented at a ceremony in Peace River later this month.” 

Media are invited to join us at Swanavon School on Friday, September 16, 2016 at 9:30 a.m. to 
catch us unloading new sports equipment and sharing it with GPPSD students. 

About Canadian Tire Jumpstart: Jumpstart is a national charity with a commitment to local 
communities. Organized sports connect kids to their communities. Canadian Tire Corporation 
recognized this and makes sure that money raised stays where it is donated. Canadian Tire 
Corporation is Jumpstart’s biggest supporter as it funds all the general administrative expenses 
of Jumpstart, which means 100% of customer donations go directly to help kids in need. 
Jumpstart is an opportunity to give kids from families in financial need the same chance to 
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participate as their neighbours, their classmates and their friends. The vision of Jumpstart is 
simple: Canada, where all kids have a chance to fulfil their dreams. For more information, 
please visit jumpstart.canadiantire.ca.   

About Grande Prairie Public School District (GPPSD): The Grande Prairie Public School 
District is a learning community in the City of Grande Prairie responsible for the education of 
over 8,000 students. The Grande Prairie Public School District is proud to provide a variety of 
Preschool, French Immersion, Montessori, Christian Education, sports-focused and 
International Baccalaureate programs catered to the students and parents of the Grande Prairie 
community. Growing from 15 schools to 18 schools in September 2017, the District serves 
students from Preschool through Grade 12 and believes in creating a nurturing environment 
where “Every Student Succeeds.” For more information, please visit www.gppsd.ab.ca and 
follow @GPPSD2357 on Facebook and Twitter. 
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